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Lamar and Gladys Beach’s oceanfront: PERLHOUSE L, jome to three
generations and 30 yearsoflHGHRESVIIBIBEACh memories
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A delicious,d 1::19:/ o finulous, illian Bellamy Boney recalls 80 Standup paddleboards and kayaks
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From the highest oceanfront elevation in southeastern North Carolina, two condos

redesigned as one sprawling penthouse host three generations of the Beach family for
a season of summering and celebrating 30 years of memories at Wrightsville Beach.

by marimar mcnaughton
photography by joshua curry | styled by Christopher Ostafin
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Sparks flew the day Lamar and Ghdys Beach married 55 years ago, and they did once
again on the occasion of the couple’s wedding anniversary, one month ago, on July 4.

As their clan ended a day of sunbathing, swimming and grilling, more than two dozen
well wishers gathered at the couple’s swanky Wrighesville nest. The moon, nearly full, rose
over the ocean, and the fuses were lit for a spectacular fireworks display that snapped, crack-
ked and popped from the north to the south end of the beach strand, as far as the eye could

wee in all directions.

www.wrightsvillebeachmagazine.com
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The penthouse balcony floats
from the highest elevation

on Wrightsville Beach, where
patriarch Lamar Beach has
relished his morning coffee
for 30 years.
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Beven Beaches gather around the dining table. The
Zinc top, cured with salt water, was fabricated locally
by Sellers Tie and Custom Countertops and the base
by Flowers Metal Works. Through louvered shutters,
Johnnie Mercer’s pier appears to stretch into infinity.




Inside The Islander’s top floor, the Beach
family toasted to Lamar and Gladys. “Being
here the week of the Fourth has become a kind
of tradition with the family,” Lamar says. The
ondo, he adds, is a gathering place, where the
dders often reminisce about the past.

Abbamans who found their way to Wrightsville
by way of Charlotte, North Carolina; Greenville,
South Carolina; and Wyckoff, New Jersey, th
eBeaches landed once and for all in the Tar Heel
state in 1970. They took up residence in Sanford
before they discovered Wrightsville Beach at a
time when their children, Jeffand Mdanie, were
very young, Gladys says, after summers spent in
Myrtle Beach, she was afraid they wouldn’t like
it here, but Jeff, at 14, was hooked by pier fish-
ing, staying out until 10 or 11 o’clock at night;

and Mdanie and her husband, Charles Abbott;

though it’s clear that Lamar, the patriarch, still

calls the shots. “I remind them that 'm still the
owner, and I'm still paying for it,” he jokes.

With the hands of fate, fortune and foresight
having been so good to the Beaches, Lamar, for
the sake of fairness, conducted a lottery for first
choice of the master bedroom. When Jeff won,
he selected the oceanfront master suite in the
two-bedroom wing that he and Mary now share
with their niece, Casey.

Christopher Ostafin, Mary Beach’s dear
friend from their New York City stint at
Begdorf-Goodman, was hired to redesign
the interior space. The two met 30 years ago,
when Ostafin was consulting for the visual

department, and Mary was a buyer of designer

€€ ostafin smoothed out all the wrinkles, seamlessly blending

the two condos into one elegantly understated expression...

and Melanie, then 12, took to the water. “I can
remember taking the boat, all by myself, all
over this island when I was 16 years old, before
it got too crowded,” she says. Gladys recalls,
“We never worried about them.”

In 1980, the family of four settled into its
first summer home — the southeast comer,
10* floor, three-bedroom condo — command-
ing views of the barrier island that had become
their year-round playground. With living rooms
looking over the ocean, and the master suite
overlooking the sound side, each sibling had a
private bedroom and shared a bath. There was a
small kitchen squeezed into the floorplan.

Asthe family grew — first with spouses, then
with grandchildren — Lamar jumped at the
chance to buy the adjacent, two-bedroom unit
in 1990. Through a passage between the two
—each with its own living area and kitchen
— the square footage almost doubled. The sec-
ond kitchen was converted into a wet bar and a
sun deck was added on the rooftop.

Several years ago, after the completion of
a permanent Landfall home for Lamar and
Gladys, local builder Nick Garrett was called in
w help with a massive renovation of the five-
bedroom, four-bath condo that has been all but
rned over to Jeff and his wife, Mary Beach,

»

evening wear. Since then, he has styled her
wedding, her matrimonial New York apartment
and the interior of her Gi boro home.

For the family compound, Ostafin hed
out all the wrinkles, seamlessly blending the
two condos into one elegantly understated
expression, inspired by the sunlight, welcomed
through floor-to-ceiling sliding glass doors; the
water, mirrored in textured white wall cover-
ings; and the sand, restated in the selection of
sisal and sea grass rugs, woven chairs and bas-
kets, and crisp cotton/linen upholstery.

Ostafin says, “The interior should look con-
temporary to now and should also look appro pri-
ate to the style of the building. What I like about
it is that it’s simple, clean and very serene.”

Removing all remnants of the condos’ ori-
gins, Ostafin redirected the primary entrance
toward a new foyer. From this port of entry,
the penthouse floats from the highest elevation
anywhere on Wrightsville.

In the shared spaces, Ostafin modified the
interior living room, dining room and kitchen.
The former wet bar was incorporated into the
fabric of the open kitchen, and that area, now
a gaming corner, also functions for satellite
dining.

During the renovation, Garrett and his

www.wrightsvillebeachmagazine.com

LOUISA TRIGG CANADY
LANDSCAPE DESIGN

*MAINTENANCE FOR LANDSCAPE AND LAWN
* KOl PONDS AND WATER GARDENS
*FILTRATION SYSTEMS * AQUATIC PLANTS
* NIGHT LIGHTING

910.452.7300
WWW.CAPEFEARDESIGNS.COM

Eot. 1995

Wrightsville Beach

Heating & Air Conditioning

The Comfortable Chaice for Indoar Climate Control

Trusted company
High-quality service

Servicing all brands
and installing

(= R Goodman|

392-3276

and COMPANY 4

WEM



#1

IN SPRAY FOAM
INSULATION
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nsulation can CUT HEATING & COOLING COSTS

Quiet +

Economical «

Energy Efficient «
Environmentally Friendly «
Condition Storage

70% Less Dust +

Water Blown +

Reduces Rodent Nuisance +

Area’s Premiere Full Service Design/Build Showroom

From classic to contemporary, Kitchen & Bath Galleries °

creates beautiful and functional spaces. We provide

general contracting services and “one stop shopping” for

cabinetry, various countertop surfaces, decorative & w
plumbing, hardware, natural stone and tile. Stop by our
showroom to meet our design/build team and let us
help you with your next remodeling project.

914 S. Kerr Avenue, Wilmington
(910) 332-4656

Visit www.kandbgalleries.com for additional information
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¢¢sand-blasted wall coverings in
secondary rooms and a vermicelli
pattern in a master bedroom are
subtle variations of an all-white
palette.”

team took the interior down to the studs, while
Ostafin narrowed the elements in his design
presentation.

Corrugated walls in the main gathering areas
rvive an age-old technique of dragging plaster
with a wire comb. Sand-blasted wall coverings
in secondary rooms and a vermicelli pattern in
a master bedroom are subtle variations of an all-
white palette.

Ostafin married Mary's attachment to earthy
wnes with Mdanies love of sea glass colors, which
opened the door for some pale blue and green
tints. “Tt was a great inspiration for me,” Ostafin
says. “It was very easy for me to work with.”

The selection of finishes continued with the
choice of flooring. Conveniently, Jeff Beach
owns a prefinished flooring company and
worked with Ostafin to select rift-and-quarter-
sawn white oak stained chocolate brown to
resemble old tobacco barnwood. The one-quar-
wr-inch planks are laid in five-inch and seven-
inch widths in a five-five-seven-five-seven pat-
wm, grounding the interior. “The floors were
very important,” Osafin says, “because they
were going to be the one unifying factor.”

To anchor the long sofa, he adapted the
design of a stone slab-and-iron conversation
mble that was fabricated with rock from Sellers
and then welded by a local ironworker. The
dining table was also a variation of a previous
design. “The goal was being able to seat the pri-
mary family members all at one table,” Ostafin
e

“We wanted to have a place where we could
all be together,” Mary says, “and when we are all
wgether there are 11 people.”

Covered with zinc, the round table was
doused with salt water to oxidize the metal,
creating a unique patina that will continue to
aure over time. A burlap fixture enlightens their
gatherings and illuminates a still life of white
andles, shells and starfish.

Generations of family notwithstanding, the



Still life with candle plllars, sea shells, starfish and sand

dollars reiterate the larger context of the essential design
elements: light, water and oceanfront beach. The gaming
table, right, is where the elders match wits with the "  cay
younger generations.

Quartz counters anchor the all-white kitchen, open to
the dining room, the balcony and the Atlantic Ocean.
Tropical split leaf philodendron leaves drink from
dear glass vases, above, placed throughout the rooms
to add a dash of vitality to the tonal palette.

www.wrightsvillebeachmagazine.com WEM



Whether building a new home or remodeling, we invite you
to visit our extensive stone yards and showroom today!

southeastern
marble & granite, lic
Airport Industrial Center
2725 Old Wrightsboro Rd.
Building 11, Unit 4
Wilmington, NC 28405
Locally Owned & Operated

www.atlanticappliance.net
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Beljtamnl_, classic
Italla!l designs for
the kitchen...

' - For much less
than you'd expect.

Bertazzoni Professional Series
ranges with designer recommended
cabinet depth, bring cutstanding
performance and value to the
kitchen. Bertazzoni ranges cook as
good as they look, all for a price
that is thousands of dollars less
than other popular pro brands.

X48 66 GGV X

SPECIAL REBATE OFFER
SAVE AN

ADDITIONAL sznn ﬁ nﬁ ﬁ
Bertazzoni 30" Pro Ranges % F a E
= e

Manual Clean - Sale Price $2679
24", 30", 36", 48" ranges

With Rebate $2479
X30 4GGY X - Starvess Steel (Colors Extra)

are available in stainless
and designer colors.

Bertazzoni 30", 36", 48" Pro Ranges
Dual Fuel Seif Clean - Sale Price $3999

With Rebate $3799
X30 4PIR X - Stainkss Steel (Colors Extra)

APPLIANCE & HARDWARE

Where you will always find personalized service.
Satisfying customer needs for over 61 years.

914 S. Kerr Ave. * 910.791.2222 - Open Mon-Fri 9-6 » Sat 10-2
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% The blending of personal styles
was achieved with select acces-
sories and through a collection of
photographs — squarely matted
and framed abstract vignettes of
local scenes.??

blending of personal styles was achieved with
select accessories and through a collection of
photographs — squarely matted and framed
abstract vignettes of local scenes — articulated
by Doug Kazantzis.

“I thought it would be neat to have a local
artist’s work on the wall,” Mary says.

Each family member chose the photos that
spoke to them, and Ostafin commissioned
Kazantzis to photograph the Idander beach-
front, creating images for the living room that
were very personal to the space.

“I was pushing him,” Ostafin says, “to have a
single line through it — the water and land line
— and then we manipulated it to get the color.”

The powerful imagery captured in pier pil-
ings, rock jetties and gnarly live oak allées,
and the rustic simplicity of sand fence at a
south end beach access are mindful of Johnnie
Mercer's, Crystal Pier, Fort Fisher and Orton.

The elevated views of Wrightsville's watery
moat are staggering. With the light adjusted by
shuttered white screens, this is the scene that
Melanie and Charles awake to each morning
and where the sun sets each evening over their
private balcony. Their bedroom is simply fur-
nished with oversized lidded baskets purchased
locally, covered with glass tops to double as
tabled blanket chests.

They share the southwestern bedroom wing
with their sons, Justin, 17, and Clark, 15; and
nephews, Taylor, 20, and Drew, 18. The two
boys’ rooms were similarly decorated with dif
ferent bed linens and tableside books reflecting
shared interests in sports (baseball for Justin
and Clark) and travel (to Africa, for Taylor
and Drew). The cousins share a bathroom
tooled with private toiletry drawers and mono-
grammed towels.

“If's nice to be able to come down and stay
here to visit mom,” Melanie says.

The distance is only two hours from her



Jeff and Mary Beach share the oceanfront
master bedroom, a rite of passage earned
through the luck of the draw in a family
lottery. Photos of Orton Plantation’s live oak
aliée hang above the upholstered headboard.

www.wrightsvillebeachmagazing.com
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PROUDLY SERVING
WILMINGTON AND
SURROUNDING AREAS
FOR OVER 10 YEARS!

With over 10 years in business,

Electronics2You sells and installs
consumer electronics while providing
the support and service necessary
to make the technology useful.

CUSTOM AUDIO/VIDEO
HOME THEATER
COMPUTER NETWORKING
HOME AUTOMATI
“FUTURE-PROO

electronicsZvou
SIGHT. SOUND. SIMPLICITY,

5019 CAROLINA BEACH ROAD
WILMINGTON, NC 28412

910.397.0953

www.electronics2you.com

BFrER

Who says fine linens

are just for grown-ups?

IOI0CON

910-796-9595 | 3502 Wrightsville Ave.

Monday-Saturday 10 until 5

2007 Parade of Homes Award Winner « Energy Star Certified
NC Healthy Built * Members NCSEA, USGBC and CFGBA

Call us today to discuss your energy efficient
custom home project or remodel.

910.232.1474 Pam Fasse

www.anneandbradshaw.com -

info@anneandbradshaw.com

AN ECOCONSCIOUS
LIVING COMMUNITY

DISCOVER THE AREA’S FIRST
TRUE GREEN LIVING COMMUNITY

tonbomeadow.com
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creating a home
of distinction

HOMEOWN
lmr&GadysMM&M.ym
Charles & Melanie Abbott

BUILDING COP

N&Grmnoewlopmem. Inc.

INTERIOR DES

cwmomﬁ.

Subcontractors
APPLIANCES: Ferguson Enterprises, Inc.

AUDIOVISUAL: Electronics2You

KITCHEN AND BAT
Fergmcnimrprhslnt.
PLUMB

11 DB Plumbing, Inc.

PLUMBING, ELECTRIC AN
Fergu.nsonquﬁmslnr.

ELECTRICIAN

Blanchard Electric, Inc.
HARDWOOD FLOORIN

Premiere Finishing and Coating
HARDWOOD INST

Edemdsthnmod Hm Inc.

TILE SUPPLIER

Southeastern Tile Cannection, Inc.

KITCHEN DESIGNER, CABINET \CT
INSTALLER Mamrdtc.ahinets.lm

ARBLE/GRANITE

sdlmTle audCummCmmrmps

COUNTERTOPS/INSTAL

sdlmﬂeandmmmmmps
CLOSETS: Nick Garrett Development, Inc.
PAINTING: Nick Garrett Painting
HVAC: Wrightsville Beach Heating & Air

CUSTOM FURNITURE TO#
sdlmﬁeardmmc“mmns

CUSTOM FURNITURE

HomemlWods

WINDOW TREATME L

SHUTT Baty‘slmriors,lnc_

WALLPAPER HANGING: Dean Thompson



Cymbidium orchids are placed throughout
the master suite, on the red crab orchard
bathroom counter, bottom. Right, a

aark work surface for Jeff and Maryis
enlivened with potted palm, leftand a
Doug Kazantzis' photo of the ubiquitous
Wrightsville Beach sand fence, beach
access and blue water beyond.

Il

home in Raleigh and for Jeff and Mary, just tion,” Melanie says. “It’s come from when we  the ocean winds, it is a perfect place for Mary

three hours from their Greensboro address. were all here together.” w sit and read. Melanie, the sun worshipper,
On those occasions that all are assembled, In the mornings, Lamar likes to take =ts up camp on the beach. “If's my favorite
everyone gathers at the condo for Lamar’s his coffee out to the balcony, furnished by place in the world,” she says. “T could stay

hearty Sunday breakfast after church: a feast of ~ Ostafin with low seating to preserve the hori-  out from early morning until dark, if it was
scrambled eggs, garlic cheese grits and country  zon line. On summer afternoons, when the my choice. I just love it. I love the ocean, 1
ham and biscuits. “That’s kind of been tradi- ~ sun arcs to the south, shaded and cooled by ~ love the sound. I like the peacefulness.”

www.wrightsvillebeachmagazine.com WEM



